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Student orientation leader loves his job

BY CHANING GREEN
NEWS WRITER

Ole Miss soon-to-be
senior Cole Putman can be
seen almost anywhere on
campus this week. He can
be found getting snacks
together, giving directions,
and giving tours of the
University -of Mississippi
from a student’s perspec-
tive. Putman is a student
orientation leader, and he
loves his job. He's majoring
in social work at the uni-
versity and said that he
truly enjoys giving people
the tools they need to suc-
ceed in life, and that in-
cludes university life. The
Brandon native took a
short break from the heat
and walking to sit down
with rteporter Chaning
Green earlier this week.

CHANING GREEN: How
long have you had this job?
COLE PUTMAN: This is
my second summer serv-
ing as an orientation

leader. 1 love it. I eat it for |!

breakfast, lunch and din-
ner. I love it so much.

GREEN: What does a typ-
ical day entail for you here?
PUTMAN: It just depends
on what role I'm serving in
that day. I can serve as an
orientation leader for stu-
dents, or I'm serving the
leaders and the students
by doing things Iike setting
up snack breaks, breaking
down or setting up check
in and such. Those are dif-
ferent roles we have. On a
normal day when [ have a
group, we'll have our intro
at Fulton where we'll have
. our dance, we'll get some-
one from the Lyceum to
come and speak, our ASB
president will come and
speak then we'll break up
into groups. I'll lead my
group and we'll play some
fun games where we get to
know each other and then
we'll go through the guide-
book. We then go to lunch
‘together followed by sit-
ting through different ses-
dons such as respecting
#f M and campus in-
vollement. We're just get-
ting hem acquainted with
the unversity. We have an-
other smil group session
followed bydinner and
then what's H:%eﬁ(‘il the
Hotty Toddy t. We
jus:tg]l dance and edvow

,‘!‘

Cole Putman is a rising senior at Ole Miss and serves as a student orientation leader.

cones and take pictures in
a photo booth for an hour
and a half.

GREEN: How did you
originally become in-
volved in this?

PUTMAN: The summer
before my sophomore
year, I had seen so many of
my friends serving as ori-

entation leaders and I just

though it was such a spe-
cial job, just getting to be
the first person that wel-
comes people into the uni-
versity. I just wanted to be
apart ofit. I applied in Oc-
tober of my sophomore
year, 2014, and I got it. I
stared working in the sum-
mer of 2015 at orientation.
It was the most amazing
thing I've done with mylife
so far, honestly. I know that
sounds ridiculous, but I've
never been more myself
than I was during orienta-
tion, and I was the best

version of myself, I feel
like. After my first summer,
I realized that if I ever
wanted to do anything else
during my time at Ole
Miss, it was to be an orien-
tation leader again. So I
applied for it again and got
it. That's what I'm doing
this summer.

GREEN: Why do you love
it?

PUTMAN: I think my fa-
vorite thing about it is that
it couldn’t be less about
me. The college lifestyle is
so self-gratifying and so
about you, and my entire
job here is to serve and
love someone else.
Whether they are a fresh-
man student, a teammate,
my GA, my director or
whoever, it is my job to
serve and love them well.
In doing that, I think I
learned to serve and love
myself better.

GREEN: Why did you
choose to study social
work?

PUTMAN: I think it goes
back to why Ilove being an
orientation leader. Ilove to
see people thrive. The

thing is, I can’t make them
thrive. I can only give them
the tools to do so. Social
work is all about empow-
erment. I love that. I love
making people believe the
best of themselves and

CHANING GREEN

helping them see what in
them is good and using
that good to bring out the
best.

chaning.green@journalinc.com
Twitter: chaningthegreen
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Up to five quarts of Motorcraft” oil and oil filter. Taxes, diesel vehicles, disposal fees, and synthetic extra.
" Expires 6/30/16. Ford and Toyota vehicles only. Please present coupon for discount.

BELK OXFORD
FORD

662-234-4661 » HWY 6 WEST - OXFORD, MS ¢ BELKFORD.NET

= Synthetic Blend Oil Change

= Tire Rotation & Pressure Check
= Multi-point Inspection

= Fluid Top-Off

= Battery Test

= Filter Check

» Belts & Hoses Check

TOYOTA
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